
 

 

 

 

 

May 4, 2020 
 
 
Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 
On behalf of the CA Latino Legislative Caucus, we write to you regarding the urgent financial needs of our 
state’s community health centers and clinics.  As you know, these local institutions serve over seven million 
California residents and they are on the frontline of responding to the COVID-19 pandemic in our 
underserved, largely minority communities. Regrettably, due to the financial stress of this health crisis many 
of these providers cannot keep their doors open much longer without significant financial support from the 
state. 
 
Consider the case of Alta Med, which has faithfully served the Southern California population for over 50 
years but is now suffering its greatest revenue losses to date. Under normal circumstances, Alta Med’s 
3,200 employees serve more than 300,000 patients annually – many of which are low income and have 
chronic illnesses.  Based on its current spending for all COVID-19 services including testing sites (over 
$125,000 to launch each new site), and the need to shutter some income producing services like its 
dentistry practice, Alta Med is anticipating $125 million in revenue losses and operation expenses through 
the end of 2020.  The recent receipt of $8.7 million in one-time funding from the federal government and 
local communities helps offset some financial burdens but it is not enough.  Additional assistance is needed 
now to help Alta Med and all other essential health centers and clinics in the state to meet their 
commitments to the community. 
 
We know the state is looking at every opportunity to support Californians access to the care and coverage 
they need to stay healthy and safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. Beyond providing emergency funding 
to keep the doors open for many of these critical facilities, we recommend that the state adopt enrollment 
options to ensure new Medi-Cal eligible beneficiaries can enroll and access Medi-Cal benefits as quickly as 
possible. As proposed by the CA Primary Care Association (letter to Dr. Bradley Gilbert dated April 21, 
2020) these recommendations urge the state to prioritize the adoption of accelerated enrollment into full 
scope Medi-Cal. If accelerated enrollment is not feasible the next best alternative is to expand presumptive 
eligibility for a broader population. The sooner the state commences instituting these new processes the 
better it will be for beneficiaries and providers as the Medi-Cal rolls are expected to swell in the coming 
months. 
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Thank you for your consideration of this letter and your continued support for our state’s front line health 
care providers.  Please do not hesitate to call us, or our caucus staff, at (916) 651-1535 should you have 
any questions or need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

      
LORENA GONZALEZ     MARIA ELENA DURAZO 
Chair, CA Latino Legislative Caucus   Vice Chair, CA Latino Legislative Caucus 
Assemblywoman, 80th District    Senator, 24th District 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


