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OAKLAND – Yesterday, the Justice for Oakland Students coalition (“J4OS”) filed a 
Petition for Writ of Mandate in Alameda County District Court against the Oakland 
Unified School District (“OUSD”) under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(“CEQA”). J4OS is a multi-racial group of students, parents and educators working to 
increase equity for low-income students of color in the school district. J4OS is alleging 
that OUSD failed to perform the required environmental analysis to determine 
whether proposed school closures, which will displace Black students and families 
from their schools and neighborhoods, will further exacerbate the significant 
environmental harms to low-income Black and Brown communities which will be 
absorbing those displaced students.  
 

“OUSD exempted themselves from their own Reparations for Black 
Students policy and voted to close these schools in a process that was 
rushed, not transparent, and we now know, in violation of its obligations 
under CEQA. OUSD needs to start over in a thoughtful and lawful process 
that protects not just its students but the East Oakland communities 
already suffering from asthma and other health issues related to 
pollution and emissions before closing neighborhood schools that our 
families can walk to.” 
Pecolia Manigo Awobodu, Justice For Oakland Students Coalition  

 
Despite strong community opposition, in February the school board voted to 
close seven schools, merge another two, and eliminate middle school grades at 
two others by 2023. During public hearings, multiple parents associated with 
J4OS demanded information on OUSD’s compliance with environmental justice 
laws.  Those requests for information were ignored, and the available public 
information indicates that OUSD neglected to either (1) undergo appropriate 
analysis under CEQA of the environmental impacts of the Project, or (2) to find 
the Project exempt under the provisions of CEQA regulations. OUSD, in its haste 
to push through a complex decision to close, merge, and truncate public 



 

 

schools during a pandemic, not only failed to adhere to California law, but also 
failed their students, school communities, and neighbors.  

 
“OUSD was required to engage in an environmental analysis before 
making its decision to shutter schools.  But rather than follow clear 
California law, OUSD embarked on a rushed and illegal process to shutter 
schools that largely ignored the students, families, and communities it 
serves.”   
Andrew Lah, Attorney for Plaintiff J4OS 

 
In April of this year, the ACLU of Northern California (“ACLU”) also filed a complaint 
with the California Department of Justice on behalf of J4OS alleging that the school 
closure plan violates Black students’ fundamental right to equal educational 
opportunity under the California Constitution and discriminates based on race. 
Among other remedies, that complaint requires that the district conduct an equity 
analysis to guide any decisions to close schools. Similarly, this Petition seeks to 
require OUSD to fully comply with CEQA regulations and conduct an environmental 
equity analysis to determine the impact of these closures on “welcoming” schools, 
primarily in East Oakland. These areas are already overburdened with the 
longstanding impacts of racial and environmental injustices including redlining and 
other policies and practices which have pushed Black families to live in proximity to 
environmental hazards/toxins or in degraded environments.   
 

“Most of our families live close enough to walk to school and now all of 
us are going to have to find a way to get our kids to other schools. Traffic 
is already crazy on East Oakland streets, closing all these schools will add 
to the traffic, the noise and the pollution, especially in East Oakland 
which already has unhealthy air and pollution. Some families don’t have 
transportation at all, so those children will be walking on streets that 
already weren’t safe and now will be worse.” 
Azlinah Tambu, parent of 2 Parker School Students 

 
OUSD’s most recent decision continues its pattern over the past 20 years of targeting 
majority Black schools for closure, resulting in 16 of 18 schools closed serving a 
student population that was 60% Black.  
 
A copy of the Petition for Writ of Mandate is attached.    
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