06/19/2022
Senator Benjamin Allen
1021 O Street, Suite 6610
Sacramento, CA 95814
Assemblymember Luz Rivas
1021 O Street, Suite
Sacramento, CA 95814
Pro Tem Tony Atkins
1021 O Street, Suite
Sacramento, CA 95814
Speaker Anthony Rendon
1021 O Street, Suite
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Oppose SB 54

Dear Senator Benjamin Allen, ProTem Tony Atkins, Speaker Anthony Rendon, and Assemblymember Luz
Rivas,
Our communities are on the front lines of the Plastic Crisis. From the extraction of fossil fuels which are
the building blocks for plastics, to plastics production facilities where plastics are made into consumer
goods, to the movement of these plastic goods through our ports and communities, to landfills,
incinerators, and plastic-clogged rivers, lakes, bays and oceans which are the ultimate graveyard for
plastics—our communities are at the fenceline.
We are also veterans of failed schemes to control pollution from the production, release, and disposal of
our society’s industrial petrochemical base. From RECLAIM, the pollution trading scheme in Southern
California which failed to produce any real emissions reductions for over two decades and was recently
abandoned, to California’s Cap and Trade program for greenhouse gases which has failed to get the real
reductions need to forestall the worst impacts of climate change1, we have been there pointing out that
real reductions in pollution are needed if our communities are to thrive and humanity is to survive.
Now we are faced with the same dynamic in the face of the Plastic Crisis: needing to set humanity on a
course for real meaningful reductions in plastic manufacturing, movement, use, and disposal but with a
political system that is dominated with the dark money of the fossil fuel and plastics industry. Now, as
then, much is at stake since the Plastic Crisis cannot be de-coupled from the Climate Crisis2, and both are
quickly swamping humanity’s adaptation abilities.
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https://youtu.be/AW3gaelBypY
https://www.beyondplastics.org/plastics-and-climate

The situation at hand could not be more clear to us:
1. The 6th Assessment by the IPCC recently reported that the carbon dioxide levels in our
atmosphere have never been higher and we are headed toward climate disaster. Moreover,
we have known this was coming for 50 years.3 Plastic production is part of the climate crisis.
2. A report released last week by the OECD states: “…global plastics consumption rising from
460 million tonnes (Mt) in 2019 to 1,231 Mt in 2060 in the absence of bold new policies, a
faster rise than most raw materials. Growth will be fastest in developing and emerging
countries in Africa and Asia, although OECD countries will still produce much more plastic
waste per person (238 kg per year on average) in 2060 than non-OECD countries (77 kg).
Globally, plastic leakage to the environment is seen doubling to 44 Mt a year, while the
build-up of plastics in lakes, rivers and oceans will more than triple, as plastic waste balloons
from 353 Mt in 2019 to 1,014 Mt in 2060. Most pollution comes from larger debris known as
macroplastics, but leakage of microplastics (synthetic polymers less than 5 mm in diameter)
from items like industrial plastic pellets, textiles and tyre wear is also a serious concern.
The projected rise in plastics consumption and waste will come despite an expected increase
in the use of recycled plastic in manufacturing new goods as well as technological advances
and sectoral economic shifts that should mean an estimated 16% decrease by 2060 in the
amount of plastic required to create USD 1 of economic output.”4
It is with the knowledge of our hard fought efforts to reduce pollution in our frontline communities and
our efforts to safeguard humanity and the planet that we are weighing in on the ballot initiative and SB
54, the bill you have initiated on plastic reduction.
We have watched and participated in the process on SB 54 and we have lost confidence that this bill will
lead to the changes urgently demanded by the plastic crisis. The fact that the bill aggregates the source
reduction goals leading to plastic pollution trading is a non-starter for us, as well as the fact that the bill
doesn’t ban styrofoam, a material banned by 11 states and in 96 countries, tells us that the plastics
industry isn’t really serious about reducing their production.
We also know that the fossil fuel industry has a grand plan to build so-called “advanced recycling”
facilities (i.e. plastics incinerators) across the nation and the failure of SB 54 to ban plastic incineration as
a means to meet recycling goals is directly counter to the goals of the environmental justice movement.
The failure of SB 54 to define the terms “incineration” and “combustion” and the failure to include our
state’s definition of disposal in the bill turns SB 54 into a vehicle to burn plastic and have that activity
count toward reduction and recycling goals. This is anathema to the goals and needs of the
environmental justice movement in California and has been for over 40 years.
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https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/

https://www.oecd.org/environment/global-plastic-waste-set-to-almost-triple-by-2060.htm?utm_source
=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiospm&stream=top

There are weak provisions banning the addition of highly toxic chemicals to plastic which render them
unrecyclable. And finally, the provisions allowing the Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) to
assess its own needs and create its own reduction strategies with little oversight by our state strikes us as
akin to putting the American Petroleum Industry in charge of reducing its fossil fuel production.
There are also no provisions in the bill for the PRO to meet in public or comply with the Brown Act
despite being given the authority over how to spend over $500 million in funding. This fundamental lack
of accountability coupled with dubious language in the bill to spend money collected from consumers for
plastic reductions on wetlands restoration screams special-interest give away.
SB54 would be a major step in the wrong direction at a time when we have the momentum to enact
good laws which will reduce plastic production. These efforts at undercutting the market for plastic are
critical if we are to actually reduce levels of plastic in cord blood, breast milk, and the human exposome.
Suffice it to say that we just don’t have confidence that an industry so prone to deceiving the public for
so long about the impacts of its products on our communities and our planet will now take the starring
role in its own demise voluntarily. We anticipate they will launch an army of lawyers and lobbyists to
obfuscate and frustrate whatever law the Legislature passes. This is why supporting the initiative is so
critically important at this time. Instead of SB 54, we urge you to stand strong with us and fight for real,
lasting reductions in plastics production through the Initiative process.
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